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caprice. Year by year bills for legalising marriage
with a deceased wife's sister, and for conferring the
parliamentary franchise on women, were introduced
and strongly supported. The former amendment of
the law has at length been enacted by the acquiescence
of the ministry. But several years earlier, in 1902,
it had been carried through the second reading by
a majority of over two to one. Here, in form, was
an overwhelming demonstration in favour of a
specific change in the law, on the part of the popular
Assembly, which, in the oft-quoted words of De
Lolme, can do anything except make a man a
woman or a woman a man* In this case it did
no more than if it had been a meeting of the
Economic Section of the British Association.
The Bill received no " facilities " from the Govern-
ment, and it went no further. The triumphant
division was a useful advertisement for the move-
ment, but that was all. It furnished a striking
example of the transfer of real legislative power
from the House at large to its Executive Com-
mittee.

Under the rules at present in force, the Govern-
ment has precedence at every sitting throughout
the session, except the evening sittings on Tuesday
and Wednesday, and the sittings on Friday.
Priority is given to private members' notices of
motion on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and to private
members' bills on Fridays. After Easter, the
Government takes the evening sittings on Tuesdays,
and after Whitsuntide, it takes all sittings, except
those of the third and fourth Fridays after Whit-
Sunday. This does not give much play for the
private member's constructive statesmanship. And